98               THE   HAPPY   ISLES

towards the eaft, he saw gardens of orange trees,
citrons, olives, vines, figs and pomegranates.

'All the obje&s you have seen/ he was told,
'correspond to the charafter of those who dwell in
those regions. It is so in every case. Even the
houses, the furniture, the food and the garments
belonging to those in the spiritual world correspond
exa&ly to the character and life of the people. We
are able to discover from all these things, therefore,
the nature and quality of each person as to his heart
and mind/

That is why, Swedenborg learned, everything is
so ugly and repulsive wherever the evil dwell in the
spiritual world. Men and women who are selfish
and envious in character, cruel and filthy in their
desires, find no pleasure in living with the gentle
and unselfish. They seek, instead, the companion-
ship of those like themselves. The landscape
around them puts on an appearance similar to their
nature. Plants and animals, dwelling-places, and
the very air that is breathed, become dreadful.
Desolate wastes, in which no bright flowers can be
found, are their habitation. Among the barren
rocks lurk venomous serpents. Where the dry
wastes soften a little into fen and swamp, slimy
plants bring forth their poisonous berries, and evil-
looking crocodiles and croaking frogs bask and
flounder in the ooze.